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Maintenance activity Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Plantingb  
(Initial establishment 
and/or renovation) 

                

Nitrogen fertilizationc          

Preemergent herbicidesd          

Post-emergent herbicidese   

Disease managementf          

Winter overseedingf           

Cultivation/dethatchingg          

aPreferred timing for respective maintenance activity is indicated by an upper case ‘X’. Secondary timing indicated by lower case ‘x’. Sod 
installations are possible any time the soil is not frozen and/or supplemental irrigation is available to promote rooting. Dormant seeding or 
sprigging in mid-winter thru early spring has been successful as an establishment strategy on non-irrigated fields.  Seed and sprig establishments 
after mid-July in Virginia have increased risk of first-season winterkill, especially in the coolest regions. 
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bBermudagrass cultivars vary in establishment methods.  Several cultivars do not produce viable seeds and can be established only by vegetative 
methods (sod, sprigs, or plugs).   
cFertilization with nitrogen applications of 0.7 lb. water soluble N/1000 sq ft per active growing month are typical during preferred timing intervals.  
Rates of 0.25-0.5 lb N/1000 sq ft every 4 weeks are recommended for secondary timing intervals. Slowly available sources can be applied up to 1 
lb N/10000 sq ft per active growing month. Other supplemental nutrients and/or lime should be applied based on soil test results.  Fertilize 
overseeded fields after bermudagrass has entered dormancy and during periods of active ryegrass growth at levels up to 0.7 b N/1000 sq ft per 
active growing month for the ryegrass.  Never apply fertilizer to frozen ground. 
dSpring preemergent (PRE) herbicide applications are primarily targeting summer annual weeds such as crabgrass, goosegrass, or foxtails. Fall 
applications are primarily targeting annual bluegrass and winter annual broadleaf weeds such as henbit, deadnettle, chickweed, and geranium.  
Before applying any PRE herbicide consider possible effects on the recuperation rate of heavily trafficked areas of the field that possibly would be 
re-seeded with bermudagrass or overseeded with ryegrass.   
eWeeds must be actively growing to achieve desirable postemergent (POST) herbicide control.  For cool-season weeds, active growth occurs 
when temperatures are ≥ 50o F.  For warm-season weeds, temperatures ≥ 80o F are typically required for maximum control. If field is not 
overseeded, there is potential for winter weed control with non-selective POST herbicides during winter dormancy of the bermudagrass. Consult 
the Virginia Cooperative Extension Pest Management Guide or other publications for recommendations on chemicals, their rates and timing of 
application. 
fThe primary disease of concern is spring dead spot, a disease where infection of the root system occurs in the fall.  If a bermudagrass sports field 
has a history of spring dead spot, the disease can be managed by making sequential fungicide applications on 4-6 week intervals, with the first 
application occurring in early to mid-September.  Consult the Virginia Cooperative Extension Pest Management Guide or other publications for 
recommendations on chemicals, their rates and timing of application. 
gPerennial, annual or intermediate ryegrass at rates of 5-10 pounds of pure live seed/1000 sq ft are recommended for situations warranting winter 
overseeding for playability, color, and/or overall aesthetics.  To maximize bermudagrass performance the following year, it is recommended that 
the ryegrass overseeding be chemically or culturally removed as soon as spring sports are completed. 
hAggressive cultivation programs (hollow tine coring, vertical mowing, fraze mowing etc.) should only be done when the turf has complete regrowth 
potential based on anticipated weather conditions and field use scheduling. Less invasive cultivation methods such as slicing, spiking, or solid-tine 
aeration can be used at a greater frequency with minimal concerns about turfgrass recovery potential. 
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