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Summary of community issues and Extension office 
response 
 

Priority Issue Planned Unit Response 

Health & Wellness for Across the 
Lifespan 

Conduct educational programs on health and 
wellness at schools, workplaces, and 
communities. Utilize digital platforms and 
social media to disseminate information on 
healthy living. 

Parenting and Child Development Offer parenting classes and workshops that 
cover topics such as child development, 
effective discipline, and communication. 
Promote positive discipline techniques that 
emphasize communication, empathy, and 
setting appropriate boundaries.  

Positive Youth Development Provide opportunities for the development of 
essential life skills such as communication, 
problem-solving, decision-making, and critical 
thinking. 

Programming focus on self-
stainability. 

Partner with community organizations and 
develop workshops focused on gardening 
and food preservation. 

Economic Health for Personal and 
Family Finances 

Partner with churches and civic organizations 
to develop workshops focused on money 
management and utilize tax experts to help 
with lack of family resources. 

Volunteer & Community Resources There is a need for more programs which 
means more volunteers need to be vetted 
and trained to work with clientele. 

Housing Affordability and Quality Support programs that help low and 
moderate-income families achieve 
homeownership. Provide education on 
financial literacy and homeownership and 
renter responsibilities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Introduction 
 

 

 

During the 2023 calendar year faculty and staff of the Petersburg Unit of Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) 
conducted a comprehensive Situation Analysis of the Unit. The process was led by the Petersburg City Extension 
Faculty and Staff. Input was solicited and obtained from the Extension Leadership Council (ELC) leaders from the 
city, volunteers who work on behalf of VCE, and clients and cooperators we work with on a regular basis. In 
conjunction with VCE Qualtrics survey results, we also reviewed the 2023 Community Health Assessment provided 
by the Cameron Foundation. This input represents an effective cross-section of Petersburg residents and generated 
reliable information to base our conclusions on. 

VCE Faculty and staff used the standard Qualtrics survey with questions specifically geared for our urban unit. As a 
unit we identified opportunities for getting the surveys completed. The surveys were delivered electronically through 
the Qualtrics system, printed surveys were delivered by mail to a few people or in person to those who do not have or 
use internet services, informal interviews with selected stakeholders, residents and leaders were also conducted. The 
findings from the unit profile and the surveys were analyzed and priority issues were identified and ranked. Unit 
profile data came primarily from the VCE Data Commons, U.S. Census data and other information found on the 
Situational Analysis web page on the VCE Intranet. Further clarification and historical data were based on 
information found on the Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) Resource Website, the Voices for Virginia's 
Children Publication, U.S. Department of Labor-Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Virginia Department of Health and 
the U.S. Census Bureau-Virginia Employment Commission Community Profile for the city of Petersburg. 

As we conclude the 2023 Situation Analysis, it is certain that the process of understanding our community needs is 
ongoing. Priorities identified within this document only outline some of the key issues our community is facing. As 
emerging issues become more apparent and our communities continue to grow and to diversify, new priorities will 
arise. Understanding community is a dynamic process. Accordingly, Extension programs are poised to address new 
challenges with eagerness, commitment, and innovation. 

Unit Profile  
The independent city of Petersburg consists of 22.9 square miles of land and is in southcentral Virginia. Petersburg is 
bordered on the north by the Appomattox River. The city is strategically located at the junction of Interstates 85 and 
95. Petersburg is 23 miles south of Virginia’s state capitol, Richmond and 125 miles south of Washington, D.C. 
Petersburg is one of the oldest settlements in the Commonwealth, dating back to the establishment of Fort Henry in 
1646. According to the 2020 U.S. Census Bureau, the population in Petersburg is 33,457. Population growth in 
Petersburg has declined from April 1, 2020 to July 1, 2022 by -0.2%. 

Throughout this document, the indication of the Tri-Cities area includes the cities of Petersburg, Colonial Heights 
and Hopewell. District 19 refers to the counties of Dinwiddie, Prince George, Sussex, Surry, Greensville/Emporia 
and the city of Petersburg. 

The median age of Petersburg residents is 37.2 years. In 2020, 7.4% of the population was under the age of 5, 22.1% 
were under the age of 18, and 16.9% were persons 65 years old and over. The median age for females is 39.6 and the 
median age for males is 35.4. 

According to the 2022 U.S. Census Bureau updates, Virginia Employment Commission, the racial composition in 
Petersburg is 16.6% white, and 83.4% nonwhite. Of the 83.4% nonwhite, 77.3% is Black or African American. The 
imbalance of racial composition will continue. White population will continue to decline in both absolute and 
percentage terms. This decline is predicted to be a result of natural decrease and continued out-migration. The City’s 
population will continue to be majority Black or African American. The combination of aging baby boom generation 
and improved health care for the elderly will result in an increase in the median age nationally. The number of City 
residents is projected to increase to 33,394 by July 1, 2022, an increase since the late 1980’s. 



 

According to the 2022 updated figures released by the U.S. Census Bureau, 22.2 % of all residents in Petersburg, live 
in poverty. In 2022, the median household income in Petersburg is $46,930 whereas Virginia’s median household 
income is $87,249. While the citywide median household income has increased 15% since 2005; it remains lower 
than that of neighboring jurisdictions of Colonial Heights and Hopewell. As of August 2022, the percentage of 
school children receiving free or reduced lunch in Petersburg for the 2022-2023 school year was 100%. The 
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a non-pricing meal service option for schools and school districts in low-
income areas.  

In comparison to other cities, Petersburg stands out with its unemployment rate of 5.3 percent in October 2023. This 
rate is higher than the average for the state of Virginia 3.0. For context, Arlington County boasts the lowest 
unemployment rate at 2.2 percent during the same period. The disparity between these two cities highlights the 
economic variations across different regions in the state. 

Data gathered from the 2020 census indicates that premature deaths before the age of 75 stand at 21,400 per 100,000 
people, in contrast to Virginia's rate of 6,700. The percentage of individuals in poor or fair health is 23%, while 
Virginia's is 12%. Adult obesity is reported at 47%, exceeding Virginia's rate of 32%. Sexually transmitted infections 
are notably higher at 1563.2 per 100,000 compared to Virginia's 479.9. Limited access to healthy foods is 
documented at 13%, uninsured clinical care at 9%, and excessive drinking at 13%, with Virginia's corresponding 
figures being 9% and 7%, respectively. 

The 2020 crime rate in Petersburg, VA is 425 (City-Data.com crime index), which is 1.7 times higher than the U.S. 
average. It was higher than in 94.7% U.S. cities. The 2020 Petersburg crime rate fell by 9% compared to 2019. The 
number of homicides stood at 24 - an increase of 5 compared to 2019.  

According to the data, cancer was the No. 1 cause of premature deaths among those under the age of 75. Of the 542 
Petersburg deaths classified as premature, 202 of them — 37% — were cancer-related. Heart disease was next, 
followed by accidents, diabetes and assaults. Individuals living in poverty are more likely to experience an increase in 
health issues, due to lack of finances and health insurance. This has an impact on the morbidity and mortality rate in 
the community. 

For the 2023/2024 school year Petersburg City Public Schools contains 7 schools and 4,178 students. Minority 
enrollment is 97% of the student body (majority Black), which is more than the Virginia public school average of 
54% (majority Black and Hispanic). Also, 72.7% of students are economically disadvantaged. The school district's 
graduation rate of 81% has increased from 74% over five school years. 



Below is the information provided by Virginia Cooperative Extension’s data commons. This information is 
identified in the following categories by Agricultural, Health, Education, Business and Employment. 

Demographic Summary     

 2019 Petersburg 2021 Petersburg 2021 
Virginia 

 2021 National  

Number  Percent
 Number 

Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Total Population 31,362 100.0% 33,229 100.0% 8,642,274 100.0% 331,893,745 100.0% 

Population by Age         

0-4 2,283 7.28% 2,434 7.32% 480,992 5.57% 18,661,245 5.62% 

5-9 1,928 6.15% 2,350 7.07% 514,219 5.95% 20,010,813 6.03% 

10-14 1,513 4.82% 1,400 4.21% 559,020 6.47% 21,821,492 6.57% 

15-19 1,534 4.89% 1,788 5.38% 570,825 6.61% 21,824,088 6.58% 

20-24 2,368 7.55% 2,242 6.75% 574,546 6.65% 21,382,643 6.44% 

25-29 2,915 9.29% 3,007 9.05% 568,529 6.58% 22,100,453 6.66% 

30-34 2,084 6.64% 2,390 7.19% 588,258 6.81% 22,978,685 6.92% 

35-39 1,714 5.47% 2,069 6.23% 600,446 6.95% 22,371,398 6.74% 

40-44 1,497 4.77% 1,512 4.55% 577,984 6.69% 21,362,163 6.44% 

45-49 1,793 5.72% 1,726 5.19% 524,904 6.07% 19,782,325 5.96% 

50-54 2,215 7.06% 2,183 6.57% 555,026 6.42% 20,891,392 6.29% 

55-59 2,013 6.42% 2,251 6.77% 558,828 6.47% 21,141,152 6.37% 

60-64 2,264 7.22% 2,308 6.95% 562,217 6.51% 21,673,882 6.53% 

65-69 1,861 5.93% 2,201 6.62% 468,946 5.43% 18,351,785 5.53% 

70-74 1,145 3.65% 1,120 3.37% 386,957 4.48% 15,426,419 4.65% 

75-79 856 2.73% 911 2.74% 252,737 2.92% 9,872,768 2.97% 

80-84 720 2.30% 563 1.69% 150,963 1.75% 6,278,369 1.89% 

85+ 659 2.10% 774 2.33% 146,877 1.70% 5,962,673 1.80% 

Population by Sex         

Male 14,294 45.58% 15,367 46.25% 4,273,931 49.45% 164,350,703 49.52% 



 

Female 17,068 54.42% 17,862 53.75% 4,368,343 50.55% 167,543,042 50.48% 

Population by 
Race 

        

White 4,726 15.07% 4,988 15.01% 5,251,112 60.76% 202,981,791 61.16% 

Black or African 
American 

23,926 76.29% 25,203 75.85% 1,587,833 18.37% 40,194,304 12.11% 

American Indian 74 0.24% 13 0.04% 37,018 0.43% 3,158,694 0.95% 

Asian 281 0.90% 338 1.02% 586,231 6.78% 19,157,288 5.77% 

Pacific Islander 26 0.08% 32 0.10% 8,330 0.10% 612,448 0.18% 

Some other race 118 0.38% 33 0.10% 348,467 4.03% 23,902,781 7.20% 

Two or More Races 675 2.15% 933 2.81% 823,283 9.53% 41,886,439 12.62% 

Hispanic 1536 4.90% 1,689 5.08% 879,350 10.17% 62,529,064 18.84% 

Households by 
Income 

        

Total Households 13,165 100% 14,464 100% 3,331,461 100.00% 127,544,730 100.00% 

<$10,000 1643 12.48% 1573 10.88% 167,157 5.02% 7,689,277 6.03% 

$10,000-$14,999 833 6.33% 997 6.89% 104,856 3.15% 4,919,505 3.86% 

$15,000-$19,999 1201 9.12% 939 6.49% 99,504 2.99% 4,624,893 3.63% 

$20,000-$24,999 825 6.27% 787 5.44% 112,784 3.39% 4,942,656 3.88% 

$25,000-$29,999 795 6.04% 578 4.00% 117,148 3.52% 4,852,339 3.80% 

$30,000-$34,999 740 5.62% 813 5.62% 110,745 3.32% 5,117,487 4.01% 

$35,000-$39,999 760 5.77% 691 4.78% 109,042 3.27% 4,862,203 3.81% 

$40,000-$44,999 723 5.49% 871 6.02% 112,463 3.38% 5,041,675 3.95% 

$45,000-$49,999 824 6.26% 754 5.21% 108,720 3.26% 4,460,460 3.50% 

$50,000-$59,999 1087 8.26% 1534 10.61% 218,331 6.55% 9,103,868 7.14% 

$60,000-$74,999 1098 8.34% 1539 10.64% 297,450 8.93% 12,339,473 9.67% 

$75,000-$99,999 1271 9.65% 1634 11.30% 409,720 12.30% 16,276,811 12.76% 

$100,000-$124,999 695 5.28% 896 6.19% 340,569 10.22% 12,213,775 9.58% 



 

 

 Agricultural Summary  

2012 Petersburg 2017 Petersburg 2017 
Virginia 

2017 National 

 Total Farms - - 43,225 2,042,220 

 Land in Farms (Acres) - - 7,797,979 900,217,576 

 Average farm size - - 180 441 

 Median farm size - - - - 

Farms by Size (Acres)   

 1-9 - - 4,595 273,325 

 10-49 - - 13,631 583,001 

 50-179 - - 14,800 564,763 

 180-499 - - 6,732 315,017 

 500-999 - - 2,127 133,321 

$125,000-$149,999 299 2.27% 336 2.32% 251,018 7.53% 8,527,272 6.69% 

$150,000-$199,999 167 1.27% 331 2.29% 326,203 9.79% 10,096,604 7.92% 

$200,000+ 204 1.55% 191 1.32% 445,751 13.38% 12,476,432 9.78% 

Median Household 
Income 

$38,679 - $44,890 - $80,963 - $69,717 - 

Mean Household 
Income 

$53,064 - $55,373 - $111,287 - $97,962 - 

# of Housing Units         

Total 16,367 100.00% 17,853 100.00% 3,652,329 100.00% 142,148,050 100.00% 

Occupied 13,165 80.44% 14,464 81.02% 3,331,461 91.21% 127,544,730 89.73% 

Vacant 3,202 19.56% 3,389 18.98% 320,868 8.79% 14,603,320 10.27% 

For additional information visit http://www.census.gov/      



 

 1,000+ - - 1,340 172,793 

 Total Cropland (Acres) - - 3,084,067 396,433,817 

 Harvested Cropland (Acres) - - 2,613,010 320,041,858 

 Irrigated Land (Acres) - - 63,433 58,013,907 

Farms by Sales ($)   

 <$2,500 - - 16,351 791,701 

 $2,500-$4,999 - - 4,725 185,341 

 $5,000-$9,999 - - 5,927 208,074 

 $10,000-$24,999 - - 6,214 228,218 

 $25,000-$49,000 - - 3,459 144,113 

 $50,000-$99,999 - - 2,119 119,434 

 $100,000+ - - 4,430 365,339 

 Farm expenses per farm - - $79,394 $159,821 

 Net operat. Income per farm - - $19,306 $43,053 

Market Value of Farms ($)   

 Per Farm Average - - $834,254 $1,311,808 

 Per Acre Average - - $4,624 $2,976 

 Equip. + Machines - - $86,136 $133,363 

 Ag. Products Sold - - $91,625 $190,245 

Livestock & Poultry (total)   

 Cattle inventory  - - 1,482,888 93,648,041 

 Beef cows - - 638,418 31,722,039 

 Milk cows - - 87,322 9,539,631 

 Cattle sold - - 825,758 69,812,061 



 

 Hogs inventory - - 249,231 72,381,007 

 Hogs sold - - 664,342 235,282,860 

 Chickens sold - - 261,649,137 8,889,759,283 

Crops harvested (bushels)   

 Corn for grain - - 53,849,390 14,773,403,430 

 Corn for other (tons) - - 1,792,863 120,443,839 

 Wheat for grain - - 10,011,616 1,788,456,593 

 Oats for grain - - 149,765 50,406,624 

 Barley for grain - - 969,562 161,624,924 

For more information visit: https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/index.php  

 

Health Summary  

 2021 Petersburg 2023 Petersburg 2023 Virginia 2023 
National 

Total Population 31,346 33,429 8,642,274 336,454,410  

Mortality     

Premature death (yrs lost before age 75 per 100k) 19,400 21,400 6,700 7,300 

Morbidity     

Poor or fair health 28% 23% 12% 12% 

Poor physical health days 5.3 3.9 2.7 3.0 

Poor mental health days 5.1 4.8 4.8 4.4 

Low birthweight 12% 11% 8% 8% 

Health Behaviors     

Adult smoking 24% 23% 14% 16% 

Adult obesity 40% 47% 32% 32% 

Physical inactivity 33% 32% 20% 22% 



 

Excessive drinking 14% 13% 17% 19% 

Motor vehicle crash death rate (per 100k) 19 21 10 12 

Sexually transmitted infections (per 100k) 1,729.10 1,563.20 500.3 524.6 

Teen birth rate (per 1k female eage 15-19) 71 65 15 19 

Clinical Care     

Uninsured 12% 9% 9% 9% 

Primary care physicians 1,430:1 1380:1 1,320:1 1,310:1 

Mammography screening 43% 41% 39% 37% 

Social & Economic Factors     

High school graduation 83% 85% 91% 89% 

Some college 51% 56% 72% 67% 

Unemployment 5.60% 10.50% 3.9% 5.4% 

Children in poverty 35% 36% 13% 17% 

Children in single-parent households 58% 53% 24% 25% 

For additional information visit: http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/   

  Educational Summary   

 2019 Petersburg 2021 Petersburg 2021 Virginia 2021 National 

School Enrollment Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Population 3+ yrs enrolled 6480 100.00% 7528 100.00% 2,087,185 100.00% 79,453,524 100.00% 

Nursery school, preschool 339 5.23% 383 5.09% 100,705 4.82% 4,095,935 5.16% 

Kindergarten 419 6.47% 424 5.63% 100,661 4.82% 4,011,805 5.05% 

Elementary (grades 1-8) 2529 39.03% 2901 38.54% 833,208 39.92% 32,855,519 41.35% 

High School (grades 9-12) 1482 22.87% 1570 20.86% 446,252 21.38% 17,293,504 21.77% 

College or grad school 1711 26.40% 2250 29.89% 606,359 29.05% 21,196,761 26.68% 

         

Educational Attainment         



 

Population 25 years and over 21,736 100.00% 23,015 100.00% 5,942,672 100.00% 228,193,464 100.00% 

Less than 9th grade 1,407 6.47% 1,381 6.00% 209,401 3.52% 10,860,370 4.76% 

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 2,326 10.70% 2,105 9.15% 302,571 5.09% 13,412,111 5.88% 

High school grad 7,768 35.74% 7,877 34.23% 1,420,599 23.91% 59,996,344 26.29% 

Some college, no degree 4,680 21.53% 4,867 21.15% 1,069,241 17.99% 44,048,941 19.30% 

Associate's 1,252 5.76% 1,713 7.44% 456,400 7.68% 19,972,235 8.75% 

Bachelor's 2,531 11.64% 3,153 13.70% 1,394,875 23.47% 48,482,060 21.25% 

Graduate or professional 1,772 8.15% 1,919 8.34% 1,089,585 18.33% 31,421,403 13.77% 

         

% high school grad or higher - 82.83% - 84.85% - 91.38% - 89.36% 

 % bachelor's or higher - 19.80% - 22.04% - 41.81% - 35.02% 

 

Percent of Age Group Enrolled 

Total Public Total Public Total  Public Total Public  

3 and 4 yrs 33.3% 76.3% 29.4% 76.5% 38.5% 43.9% 40.2% 56.5% 

5 to 9 yrs 96.9% 91.4% 95.7% 96.2% 92.5% 81.1% 93.1% 84.4% 

10 to 14 yrs 90.8% 96.2% 95.6% 91.3% 96.8% 88.6% 97.5% 87.4% 

15 to 17 yrs 100.0% 91.7% 99.8% 79.8% 97.1% 89.9% 96.4% 88.6% 

18 to 19 yrs 54.1% 91.7% 68.0% 80.2% 75.2% 84.9% 72.5% 80.0% 

20 to 24 yrs 24.2% 79.4% 25.5% 84.8% 40.3% 79.6% 39.2% 75.4% 

25 to 34 yrs 11.2% 92.7% 15.2% 96.1% 11.8% 72.6% 10.9% 72.4% 

35 yrs and over 3.1% 71.3% 3.7% 71.7% 2.6% 65.5% 2.3% 69.0% 

                               For additional information visit      

 

 

 
 

  

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/ 



 

Community and Resident Perspectives  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Petersburg VCE Situation Analysis pinpointed concerns through predominantly citywide online and 
written surveys. In alignment with the unit profile's identified issue areas, the VCE staff and the ELC enlisted a 
varied cross-section of community residents, stakeholders, local government representatives, as well as private 
and public partners to partake in the survey. A total of 125 surveys were distributed, with 27 participants 
responding through both surveys and interviews. The key concerns highlighted included: 

Community Issues & Future Programming to Address 
Community Issues 

Health and Wellness Across the Lifespan 
The need to educate the general public about healthy affordable nutrition and food choices, chronic diseases and 
prevention and mental wellness are essential to the well-being of youth and adults. All are state and local 
concerns. This is an issue  because according to the Crater Health District the top two leading causes of death were 
heart disease and cancer. Petersburg has the largest number of WIC (Women Infants and Children) participants as 
compared to all other localities in the Crater District. The aging population (persons 65 and over) is one of the 
fastest growing populations in the United States. As members of society are living longer, the need for elder care, 
as well as elder health and economics will become more important. 

VCE’S Role in addressing this issue: VCE is providing low-income residents with the SNAP-Ed (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistant Program-Education) nutrition Programs. Since 2005, VCE has an Adult and Youth Family 
Nutrition Program Assistant to increase the resources in the community. Family and Consumer Sciences and 4-H 
in collaboration with the local government and organizations provides programming to help address these needs. 
We will highlight the significance of maintaining an active lifestyle in older age through educational programs 
and promote social engagement to prevent isolation and loneliness among seniors. 

Parenting and Child Development 
Parent education is a need that has been identified by the Petersburg Department of Social Services and the 
District 19 court system. This is due to the number of residents involved in child abuse and neglect cases, as well as 
the number of residents filing for custody of children. Adequate parenting skills are needed by all parents or by 

Key Programming for the next 5 years 

Health & Wellness for Across the Lifespan 

Parenting and Child Development 

Positive Youth Development 

Youth & Teen Activities 

Economic Health for Personal and Family Finances 

Volunteer and Community Service Training 

Housing Affordability and Quality 



 

individuals that find themselves in a parenting role. These individuals need to understand the ages and stages of 
development and how to appropriately discipline children. In 2020, Petersburg had one of the highest rates of live 
births per 1,000 females under the age of 20 in the Tri-Cities area, District 19 and the State. Petersburg rate was 
78.0 live births per 1,000 females between the ages of 10-19 far exceeding the State of Virginia’s rate of 18.6 live 
births per 1,000 females between the ages of 10-19. 

VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is already addressing this issue. The Positive Parenting Curriculum is 
being utilized to teach parents effective parenting skills. VCE has been collaborating with the Petersburg 
Department of Social Services, Fort Lee, and community partner’s in conducting 32 weeks (8 weeks each, 4 times 
a year) in parenting education. Teen parenting workshops, presentations and short courses are being conducted by 
VCE through a partnership with the Petersburg Health Department, Resource Mothers program. 

Positive Youth Development & Life Skills/Decision Making for 
Youth 
Communication, teamwork, problem solving and managing resources are important life skills needed by today’s 
youth. Without these skills, youth will not be able to be totally self-sufficient. There are very few educational 
arenas where youth can still acquire these skills. This is an issue because currently there are not many researched 
based youth development programs that focuses on life skills development in Petersburg other than 4-H. Some of the 
other youth development programs in the city are focusing mainly on recreational activities. 

VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is addressing this issue by providing yearlong 4-H Youth Enrichment 
Programs, such as: Clothing and Construction, Nutrition and Wellness, Character Education, Personal Financial 
Literacy Child Care Training, Career and Workforce Development, Leadership and Personal Development and 
Decision Making/Problem Solving/Goal Setting Techniques. 4-H provides volunteer training for youth and adults 
in the area of leadership development. 

Youth and Teen Activities 
After School and Community Service activities are needed to prevent latch-key situations and to increase the 
social and cognitive skills of youth. Having these activities will help youth find an alternative to undesirable 
activities which may result in juvenile delinquency problems. This is an issue because according to the 2010 
Supported Alternatives for our Valued Youth (SAVY) Needs Assessment, there is a limited scale of promising 
practice programs for youth in Petersburg. There are many children and teens in the Petersburg area that need 
services to help them develop positive behaviors. Although there are programs available, there are few research-
based models. 

VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is addressing this issue by providing After-School programs in the 
schools, community recreations, organizations and community clubs. As a part of these programs, the youth are 
involved in community service activities and projects. These programs are led by VCE Staff and trained 4-H 
Adult Volunteers. 

Housing Affordability and Quality 
Securing safe, affordable housing on a limited budget is difficult. Individual and families who do not have the 
financial resources necessary to afford adequate housing usually resort to sub- standard housing or homelessness. 
Home maintenance and cleanliness is low on the priority list of an individual or family trying to survive by 
meeting their basic needs. This is an issue because in Petersburg the 2022 U.S. Census Bureau Report stated there 
are 17,941 housing units in Petersburg, in which 33.9% are multi-unit structures. Of the housing units in the city, 
82% of the units are occupied and 18% are vacant. Out of the occupied units, 63% are renter occupied. 

VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is involved through collaboration with the Petersburg Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority (Family Services) to provide housing residents with housekeeping related workshops. The 
potential to provide city residents with home maintenance information is great and an increase in resources would 
be necessary to further these efforts. 



 

Economic Health for Personal and Family Finances  
Financial Management to include, credit counseling, debt management, consumerism and bankruptcy is needed to 
assist low-income residents in effectively managing their financial resources. This is an issue because in 2018-
2022, 22.2% of all residents in Petersburg live in poverty. As of August 2022, 100% of school children are 
receiving free or reduced lunch in Petersburg and the unemployment rate for Petersburg is 5.3% whereas the 
Virginia is 3.4%. 

VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is currently addressing this issue, with the help of many Master 
Financial Education Volunteers, by providing financial counseling and consumerism programs to its residents. 
Currently, the aging population has been targeted by VCE in the area of consumerism to include scams and 
identity theft. VCE is also offering a home study course for residents in the area of financial management. 
Residents are also given one-on-one financial counseling by a VCE agent or trained VCE volunteer. 

Volunteer and Community Service Training 
Several residents and key leaders who submitted the survey indicated a need for volunteer and community service 
trainings for teens. The teens in return will be able to give back to their communities, under the leadership of a 
trained 4-H Adult Volunteer. Teens and volunteers will be able to provide programs for youth and adults, and 
foster family-oriented opportunities. The Unit Profile data indicated a need for continued efforts to address 
problems of teenage pregnancy, school dropouts, youth-at-risk and crime. Training in community service could 
provide opportunities for youth, adults and families to address these issues.  

VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is collaborating with the Petersburg Office on Youth Program, 
Petersburg Department of Social Services, churches, YMCA and the Petersburg Parks and Leisure Services to 
provide positive teen leadership trainings for teens in Petersburg. 4-H has implemented Leadership and Citizenship 
Programs in the community to encourage teens to become productive and contributing members of society. 
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	During the 2023 calendar year faculty and staff of the Petersburg Unit of Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) conducted a comprehensive Situation Analysis of the Unit. The process was led by the Petersburg City Extension Faculty and Staff. Input was solicited and obtained from the Extension Leadership Council (ELC) leaders from the city, volunteers who work on behalf of VCE, and clients and cooperators we work with on a regular basis. In conjunction with VCE Qualtrics survey results, we also reviewed the 2023 Community Health Assessment provided by the Cameron Foundation. This input represents an effective cross-section of Petersburg residents and generated reliable information to base our conclusions on.
	VCE Faculty and staff used the standard Qualtrics survey with questions specifically geared for our urban unit. As a unit we identified opportunities for getting the surveys completed. The surveys were delivered electronically through the Qualtrics system, printed surveys were delivered by mail to a few people or in person to those who do not have or use internet services, informal interviews with selected stakeholders, residents and leaders were also conducted. The findings from the unit profile and the surveys were analyzed and priority issues were identified and ranked. Unit profile data came primarily from the VCE Data Commons, U.S. Census data and other information found on the Situational Analysis web page on the VCE Intranet. Further clarification and historical data were based on information found on the Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) Resource Website, the Voices for Virginia's Children Publication, U.S. Department of Labor-Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Virginia Department of Health and the U.S. Census Bureau-Virginia Employment Commission Community Profile for the city of Petersburg.
	As we conclude the 2023 Situation Analysis, it is certain that the process of understanding our community needs is ongoing. Priorities identified within this document only outline some of the key issues our community is facing. As emerging issues become more apparent and our communities continue to grow and to diversify, new priorities will arise. Understanding community is a dynamic process. Accordingly, Extension programs are poised to address new challenges with eagerness, commitment, and innovation.
	The independent city of Petersburg consists of 22.9 square miles of land and is in southcentral Virginia. Petersburg is bordered on the north by the Appomattox River. The city is strategically located at the junction of Interstates 85 and 95. Petersburg is 23 miles south of Virginia’s state capitol, Richmond and 125 miles south of Washington, D.C. Petersburg is one of the oldest settlements in the Commonwealth, dating back to the establishment of Fort Henry in 1646. According to the 2020 U.S. Census Bureau, the population in Petersburg is 33,457. Population growth in Petersburg has declined from April 1, 2020 to July 1, 2022 by -0.2%.
	Throughout this document, the indication of the Tri-Cities area includes the cities of Petersburg, Colonial Heights and Hopewell. District 19 refers to the counties of Dinwiddie, Prince George, Sussex, Surry, Greensville/Emporia and the city of Petersburg.
	The median age of Petersburg residents is 37.2 years. In 2020, 7.4% of the population was under the age of 5, 22.1% were under the age of 18, and 16.9% were persons 65 years old and over. The median age for females is 39.6 and the median age for males is 35.4.
	According to the 2022 U.S. Census Bureau updates, Virginia Employment Commission, the racial composition in Petersburg is 16.6% white, and 83.4% nonwhite. Of the 83.4% nonwhite, 77.3% is Black or African American. The imbalance of racial composition will continue. White population will continue to decline in both absolute and percentage terms. This decline is predicted to be a result of natural decrease and continued out-migration. The City’s population will continue to be majority Black or African American. The combination of aging baby boom generation and improved health care for the elderly will result in an increase in the median age nationally. The number of City residents is projected to increase to 33,394 by July 1, 2022, an increase since the late 1980’s.
	According to the 2022 updated figures released by the U.S. Census Bureau, 22.2 % of all residents in Petersburg, live in poverty. In 2022, the median household income in Petersburg is $46,930 whereas Virginia’s median household income is $87,249. While the citywide median household income has increased 15% since 2005; it remains lower than that of neighboring jurisdictions of Colonial Heights and Hopewell. As of August 2022, the percentage of school children receiving free or reduced lunch in Petersburg for the 2022-2023 school year was 100%. The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a non-pricing meal service option for schools and school districts in low-income areas. 
	In comparison to other cities, Petersburg stands out with its unemployment rate of 5.3 percent in October 2023. This rate is higher than the average for the state of Virginia 3.0. For context, Arlington County boasts the lowest unemployment rate at 2.2 percent during the same period. The disparity between these two cities highlights the economic variations across different regions in the state.
	Data gathered from the 2020 census indicates that premature deaths before the age of 75 stand at 21,400 per 100,000 people, in contrast to Virginia's rate of 6,700. The percentage of individuals in poor or fair health is 23%, while Virginia's is 12%. Adult obesity is reported at 47%, exceeding Virginia's rate of 32%. Sexually transmitted infections are notably higher at 1563.2 per 100,000 compared to Virginia's 479.9. Limited access to healthy foods is documented at 13%, uninsured clinical care at 9%, and excessive drinking at 13%, with Virginia's corresponding figures being 9% and 7%, respectively.
	The 2020 crime rate in Petersburg, VA is 425 (City-Data.com crime index), which is 1.7 times higher than the U.S. average. It was higher than in 94.7% U.S. cities. The 2020 Petersburg crime rate fell by 9% compared to 2019. The number of homicides stood at 24 - an increase of 5 compared to 2019. 
	According to the data, cancer was the No. 1 cause of premature deaths among those under the age of 75. Of the 542 Petersburg deaths classified as premature, 202 of them — 37% — were cancer-related. Heart disease was next, followed by accidents, diabetes and assaults. Individuals living in poverty are more likely to experience an increase in health issues, due to lack of finances and health insurance. This has an impact on the morbidity and mortality rate in the community.
	For the 2023/2024 school year Petersburg City Public Schools contains 7 schools and 4,178 students. Minority enrollment is 97% of the student body (majority Black), which is more than the Virginia public school average of 54% (majority Black and Hispanic). Also, 72.7% of students are economically disadvantaged. The school district's graduation rate of 81% has increased from 74% over five school years.
	Below is the information provided by Virginia Cooperative Extension’s data commons. This information is identified in the following categories by Agricultural, Health, Education, Business and Employment.
	Demographic Summary
	2021 National
	2021 Virginia
	 2019 Petersburg 2021 Petersburg
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	 Percent Number
	Number
	100.0%
	331,893,745
	100.0%
	8,642,274
	100.0%
	33,229
	100.0%
	31,362
	Total Population
	Population by Age
	5.62%
	18,661,245
	5.57%
	480,992
	7.32%
	2,434
	7.28%
	2,283
	0-4
	6.03%
	20,010,813
	5.95%
	514,219
	7.07%
	2,350
	6.15%
	1,928
	5-9
	6.57%
	21,821,492
	6.47%
	559,020
	4.21%
	1,400
	4.82%
	1,513
	10-14
	6.58%
	21,824,088
	6.61%
	570,825
	5.38%
	1,788
	4.89%
	1,534
	15-19
	6.44%
	21,382,643
	6.65%
	574,546
	6.75%
	2,242
	7.55%
	2,368
	20-24
	6.66%
	22,100,453
	6.58%
	568,529
	9.05%
	3,007
	9.29%
	2,915
	25-29
	6.92%
	22,978,685
	6.81%
	588,258
	7.19%
	2,390
	6.64%
	2,084
	30-34
	6.74%
	22,371,398
	6.95%
	600,446
	6.23%
	2,069
	5.47%
	1,714
	35-39
	6.44%
	21,362,163
	6.69%
	577,984
	4.55%
	1,512
	4.77%
	1,497
	40-44
	5.96%
	19,782,325
	6.07%
	524,904
	5.19%
	1,726
	5.72%
	1,793
	45-49
	6.29%
	20,891,392
	6.42%
	555,026
	6.57%
	2,183
	7.06%
	2,215
	50-54
	6.37%
	21,141,152
	6.47%
	558,828
	6.77%
	2,251
	6.42%
	2,013
	55-59
	6.53%
	21,673,882
	6.51%
	562,217
	6.95%
	2,308
	7.22%
	2,264
	60-64
	5.53%
	18,351,785
	5.43%
	468,946
	6.62%
	2,201
	5.93%
	1,861
	65-69
	4.65%
	15,426,419
	4.48%
	386,957
	3.37%
	1,120
	3.65%
	1,145
	70-74
	2.97%
	9,872,768
	2.92%
	252,737
	2.74%
	911
	2.73%
	856
	75-79
	1.89%
	6,278,369
	1.75%
	150,963
	1.69%
	563
	2.30%
	720
	80-84
	1.80%
	5,962,673
	1.70%
	146,877
	2.33%
	774
	2.10%
	659
	85+
	Population by Sex
	49.52%
	164,350,703
	49.45%
	4,273,931
	46.25%
	15,367
	45.58%
	14,294
	Male
	50.48%
	167,543,042
	50.55%
	4,368,343
	53.75%
	17,862
	54.42%
	17,068
	Female
	Population by Race
	61.16%
	202,981,791
	60.76%
	5,251,112
	15.01%
	4,988
	15.07%
	4,726
	White
	12.11%
	40,194,304
	18.37%
	1,587,833
	75.85%
	25,203
	76.29%
	23,926
	Black or African American
	0.95%
	3,158,694
	0.43%
	37,018
	0.04%
	13
	0.24%
	74
	American Indian
	5.77%
	19,157,288
	6.78%
	586,231
	1.02%
	338
	0.90%
	281
	Asian
	0.18%
	612,448
	0.10%
	8,330
	0.10%
	32
	0.08%
	26
	Pacific Islander
	7.20%
	23,902,781
	4.03%
	348,467
	0.10%
	33
	0.38%
	118
	Some other race
	12.62%
	41,886,439
	9.53%
	823,283
	2.81%
	933
	2.15%
	675
	Two or More Races
	18.84%
	62,529,064
	10.17%
	879,350
	5.08%
	1,689
	4.90%
	1536
	Hispanic
	Households by Income
	100.00%
	127,544,730
	100.00%
	3,331,461
	100%
	14,464
	100%
	13,165
	Total Households
	6.03%
	7,689,277
	5.02%
	167,157
	10.88%
	1573
	12.48%
	1643
	<$10,000
	3.86%
	4,919,505
	3.15%
	104,856
	6.89%
	997
	6.33%
	833
	$10,000-$14,999
	3.63%
	4,624,893
	2.99%
	99,504
	6.49%
	939
	9.12%
	1201
	$15,000-$19,999
	3.88%
	4,942,656
	3.39%
	112,784
	5.44%
	787
	6.27%
	825
	$20,000-$24,999
	3.80%
	4,852,339
	3.52%
	117,148
	4.00%
	578
	6.04%
	795
	$25,000-$29,999
	4.01%
	5,117,487
	3.32%
	110,745
	5.62%
	813
	5.62%
	740
	$30,000-$34,999
	3.81%
	4,862,203
	3.27%
	109,042
	4.78%
	691
	5.77%
	760
	$35,000-$39,999
	3.95%
	5,041,675
	3.38%
	112,463
	6.02%
	871
	5.49%
	723
	$40,000-$44,999
	3.50%
	4,460,460
	3.26%
	108,720
	5.21%
	754
	6.26%
	824
	$45,000-$49,999
	7.14%
	9,103,868
	6.55%
	218,331
	10.61%
	1534
	8.26%
	1087
	$50,000-$59,999
	9.67%
	12,339,473
	8.93%
	297,450
	10.64%
	1539
	8.34%
	1098
	$60,000-$74,999
	12.76%
	16,276,811
	12.30%
	409,720
	11.30%
	1634
	9.65%
	1271
	$75,000-$99,999
	9.58%
	12,213,775
	10.22%
	340,569
	6.19%
	896
	5.28%
	695
	$100,000-$124,999
	6.69%
	8,527,272
	7.53%
	251,018
	2.32%
	336
	2.27%
	299
	$125,000-$149,999
	7.92%
	10,096,604
	9.79%
	326,203
	2.29%
	331
	1.27%
	167
	$150,000-$199,999
	9.78%
	12,476,432
	13.38%
	445,751
	1.32%
	191
	1.55%
	204
	$200,000+
	-
	$69,717
	-
	$80,963
	-
	$44,890
	-
	$38,679
	Median Household Income
	-
	$97,962
	-
	$111,287
	-
	$55,373
	-
	$53,064
	Mean Household Income
	# of Housing Units
	100.00%
	142,148,050
	100.00%
	3,652,329
	100.00%
	17,853
	100.00%
	16,367
	Total
	89.73%
	127,544,730
	91.21%
	3,331,461
	81.02%
	14,464
	80.44%
	13,165
	Occupied
	10.27%
	14,603,320
	8.79%
	320,868
	18.98%
	3,389
	19.56%
	3,202
	Vacant
	http://www.census.gov/
	For additional information visit
	Agricultural Summary
	2017 National
	2017 Petersburg 2017 Virginia
	2012 Petersburg
	2,042,220
	43,225
	 Total Farms - -
	900,217,576
	7,797,979
	 Land in Farms (Acres) - -
	441
	180
	 Average farm size - -
	-
	-
	 Median farm size - -
	Farms by Size (Acres)
	273,325
	4,595
	 1-9 - -
	583,001
	13,631
	 10-49 - -
	564,763
	14,800
	 50-179 - -
	315,017
	6,732
	 180-499 - -
	133,321
	2,127
	 500-999 - -
	172,793
	1,340
	 1,000+ - -
	396,433,817
	3,084,067
	 Total Cropland (Acres) - -
	320,041,858
	2,613,010
	 Harvested Cropland (Acres) - -
	58,013,907
	63,433
	 Irrigated Land (Acres) - -
	Farms by Sales ($)
	791,701
	16,351
	 <$2,500 - -
	185,341
	4,725
	 $2,500-$4,999 - -
	208,074
	5,927
	 $5,000-$9,999 - -
	228,218
	6,214
	 $10,000-$24,999 - -
	144,113
	3,459
	 $25,000-$49,000 - -
	119,434
	2,119
	 $50,000-$99,999 - -
	365,339
	4,430
	 $100,000+ - -
	$159,821
	$79,394
	 Farm expenses per farm - -
	$43,053
	$19,306
	 Net operat. Income per farm - -
	Market Value of Farms ($)
	$1,311,808
	$834,254
	 Per Farm Average - -
	$2,976
	$4,624
	 Per Acre Average - -
	$133,363
	$86,136
	 Equip. + Machines - -
	$190,245
	$91,625
	 Ag. Products Sold - -
	Livestock & Poultry (total)
	93,648,041
	1,482,888
	 Cattle inventory  - -
	31,722,039
	638,418
	 Beef cows - -
	9,539,631
	87,322
	 Milk cows - -
	69,812,061
	825,758
	 Cattle sold - -
	72,381,007
	249,231
	 Hogs inventory - -
	235,282,860
	664,342
	 Hogs sold - -
	8,889,759,283
	261,649,137
	 Chickens sold - -
	Crops harvested (bushels)
	14,773,403,430
	53,849,390
	 Corn for grain - -
	120,443,839
	1,792,863
	 Corn for other (tons) - -
	1,788,456,593
	10,011,616
	 Wheat for grain - -
	50,406,624
	149,765
	 Oats for grain - -
	161,624,924
	969,562
	 Barley for grain - -
	For more information visit: https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/index.php
	Health Summary
	2023 National
	 2021 Petersburg 2023 Petersburg 2023 Virginia
	336,454,410 
	8,642,274
	33,429
	31,346
	Total Population
	Mortality
	7,300
	6,700
	21,400
	19,400
	Premature death (yrs lost before age 75 per 100k)
	Morbidity
	12%
	12%
	23%
	28%
	Poor or fair health
	3.0
	2.7
	3.9
	5.3
	Poor physical health days
	4.4
	4.8
	4.8
	5.1
	Poor mental health days
	8%
	8%
	11%
	12%
	Low birthweight
	Health Behaviors
	16%
	14%
	23%
	24%
	Adult smoking
	32%
	32%
	47%
	40%
	Adult obesity
	22%
	20%
	32%
	33%
	Physical inactivity
	19%
	17%
	13%
	14%
	Excessive drinking
	12
	10
	21
	19
	Motor vehicle crash death rate (per 100k)
	524.6
	500.3
	1,563.20
	1,729.10
	Sexually transmitted infections (per 100k)
	19
	15
	65
	71
	Teen birth rate (per 1k female eage 15-19)
	Clinical Care
	9%
	9%
	9%
	12%
	Uninsured
	1,310:1
	1,320:1
	1380:1
	1,430:1
	Primary care physicians
	37%
	39%
	41%
	43%
	Mammography screening
	Social & Economic Factors
	89%
	91%
	85%
	83%
	High school graduation
	67%
	72%
	56%
	51%
	Some college
	5.4%
	3.9%
	10.50%
	5.60%
	Unemployment
	17%
	13%
	36%
	35%
	Children in poverty
	25%
	24%
	53%
	58%
	Children in single-parent households
	For additional information visit: http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/
	Educational Summary
	2021 National
	2021 Virginia
	2021 Petersburg
	2019 Petersburg
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	School Enrollment
	100.00%
	79,453,524
	100.00%
	2,087,185
	100.00%
	7528
	100.00%
	6480
	Population 3+ yrs enrolled
	5.16%
	4,095,935
	4.82%
	100,705
	5.09%
	383
	5.23%
	339
	Nursery school, preschool
	5.05%
	4,011,805
	4.82%
	100,661
	5.63%
	424
	6.47%
	419
	Kindergarten
	41.35%
	32,855,519
	39.92%
	833,208
	38.54%
	2901
	39.03%
	2529
	Elementary (grades 1-8)
	21.77%
	17,293,504
	21.38%
	446,252
	20.86%
	1570
	22.87%
	1482
	High School (grades 9-12)
	26.68%
	21,196,761
	29.05%
	606,359
	29.89%
	2250
	26.40%
	1711
	College or grad school
	Educational Attainment
	100.00%
	228,193,464
	100.00%
	5,942,672
	100.00%
	23,015
	100.00%
	21,736
	Population 25 years and over
	4.76%
	10,860,370
	3.52%
	209,401
	6.00%
	1,381
	6.47%
	1,407
	Less than 9th grade
	5.88%
	13,412,111
	5.09%
	302,571
	9.15%
	2,105
	10.70%
	2,326
	9th to 12th grade, no diploma
	26.29%
	59,996,344
	23.91%
	1,420,599
	34.23%
	7,877
	35.74%
	7,768
	High school grad
	19.30%
	44,048,941
	17.99%
	1,069,241
	21.15%
	4,867
	21.53%
	4,680
	Some college, no degree
	8.75%
	19,972,235
	7.68%
	456,400
	7.44%
	1,713
	5.76%
	1,252
	Associate's
	21.25%
	48,482,060
	23.47%
	1,394,875
	13.70%
	3,153
	11.64%
	2,531
	Bachelor's
	13.77%
	31,421,403
	18.33%
	1,089,585
	8.34%
	1,919
	8.15%
	1,772
	Graduate or professional
	89.36%
	-
	91.38%
	-
	84.85%
	-
	82.83%
	-
	% high school grad or higher
	 % bachelor's or higher - 19.80% - 22.04% - 41.81% - 35.02%
	/
	Percent of Age Group Enrolled
	Public
	Public Total
	Public Total
	Public Total
	Total
	56.5%
	40.2%
	43.9%
	38.5%
	76.5%
	29.4%
	76.3%
	33.3%
	3 and 4 yrs
	84.4%
	93.1%
	81.1%
	92.5%
	96.2%
	95.7%
	91.4%
	96.9%
	5 to 9 yrs
	87.4%
	97.5%
	88.6%
	96.8%
	91.3%
	95.6%
	96.2%
	90.8%
	10 to 14 yrs
	88.6%
	96.4%
	89.9%
	97.1%
	79.8%
	99.8%
	91.7%
	100.0%
	15 to 17 yrs
	80.0%
	72.5%
	84.9%
	75.2%
	80.2%
	68.0%
	91.7%
	54.1%
	18 to 19 yrs
	75.4%
	39.2%
	79.6%
	40.3%
	84.8%
	25.5%
	79.4%
	24.2%
	20 to 24 yrs
	72.4%
	10.9%
	72.6%
	11.8%
	96.1%
	15.2%
	92.7%
	11.2%
	25 to 34 yrs
	69.0%
	2.3%
	65.5%
	2.6%
	71.7%
	3.7%
	71.3%
	3.1%
	35 yrs and over
	http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
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	The City of Petersburg VCE Situation Analysis pinpointed concerns through predominantly citywide online and written surveys. In alignment with the unit profile's identified issue areas, the VCE staff and the ELC enlisted a varied cross-section of community residents, stakeholders, local government representatives, as well as private and public partners to partake in the survey. A total of 125 surveys were distributed, with 27 participants responding through both surveys and interviews. The key concerns highlighted included:
	Key Programming for the next 5 years
	Health & Wellness for Across the Lifespan
	Parenting and Child Development
	Positive Youth Development
	Youth & Teen Activities
	Economic Health for Personal and Family Finances
	Volunteer and Community Service Training
	Housing Affordability and Quality
	The need to educate the general public about healthy affordable nutrition and food choices, chronic diseases and prevention and mental wellness are essential to the well-being of youth and adults. All are state and local concerns. This is an issue  because according to the Crater Health District the top two leading causes of death were heart disease and cancer. Petersburg has the largest number of WIC (Women Infants and Children) participants as compared to all other localities in the Crater District. The aging population (persons 65 and over) is one of the fastest growing populations in the United States. As members of society are living longer, the need for elder care, as well as elder health and economics will become more important.
	VCE’S Role in addressing this issue: VCE is providing low-income residents with the SNAP-Ed (Supplemental Nutrition Assistant Program-Education) nutrition Programs. Since 2005, VCE has an Adult and Youth Family Nutrition Program Assistant to increase the resources in the community. Family and Consumer Sciences and 4-H in collaboration with the local government and organizations provides programming to help address these needs. We will highlight the significance of maintaining an active lifestyle in older age through educational programs and promote social engagement to prevent isolation and loneliness among seniors.
	Parent education is a need that has been identified by the Petersburg Department of Social Services and the District 19 court system. This is due to the number of residents involved in child abuse and neglect cases, as well as the number of residents filing for custody of children. Adequate parenting skills are needed by all parents or by individuals that find themselves in a parenting role. These individuals need to understand the ages and stages of development and how to appropriately discipline children. In 2020, Petersburg had one of the highest rates of live births per 1,000 females under the age of 20 in the Tri-Cities area, District 19 and the State. Petersburg rate was 78.0 live births per 1,000 females between the ages of 10-19 far exceeding the State of Virginia’s rate of 18.6 live births per 1,000 females between the ages of 10-19.
	VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is already addressing this issue. The Positive Parenting Curriculum is being utilized to teach parents effective parenting skills. VCE has been collaborating with the Petersburg Department of Social Services, Fort Lee, and community partner’s in conducting 32 weeks (8 weeks each, 4 times a year) in parenting education. Teen parenting workshops, presentations and short courses are being conducted by VCE through a partnership with the Petersburg Health Department, Resource Mothers program.
	Communication, teamwork, problem solving and managing resources are important life skills needed by today’s youth. Without these skills, youth will not be able to be totally self-sufficient. There are very few educational arenas where youth can still acquire these skills. This is an issue because currently there are not many researched based youth development programs that focuses on life skills development in Petersburg other than 4-H. Some of the other youth development programs in the city are focusing mainly on recreational activities.
	VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is addressing this issue by providing yearlong 4-H Youth Enrichment Programs, such as: Clothing and Construction, Nutrition and Wellness, Character Education, Personal Financial Literacy Child Care Training, Career and Workforce Development, Leadership and Personal Development and Decision Making/Problem Solving/Goal Setting Techniques. 4-H provides volunteer training for youth and adults in the area of leadership development.
	After School and Community Service activities are needed to prevent latch-key situations and to increase the social and cognitive skills of youth. Having these activities will help youth find an alternative to undesirable activities which may result in juvenile delinquency problems. This is an issue because according to the 2010 Supported Alternatives for our Valued Youth (SAVY) Needs Assessment, there is a limited scale of promising practice programs for youth in Petersburg. There are many children and teens in the Petersburg area that need services to help them develop positive behaviors. Although there are programs available, there are few research-based models.
	VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is addressing this issue by providing After-School programs in the schools, community recreations, organizations and community clubs. As a part of these programs, the youth are involved in community service activities and projects. These programs are led by VCE Staff and trained 4-H Adult Volunteers.
	Securing safe, affordable housing on a limited budget is difficult. Individual and families who do not have the financial resources necessary to afford adequate housing usually resort to sub- standard housing or homelessness. Home maintenance and cleanliness is low on the priority list of an individual or family trying to survive by meeting their basic needs. This is an issue because in Petersburg the 2022 U.S. Census Bureau Report stated there are 17,941 housing units in Petersburg, in which 33.9% are multi-unit structures. Of the housing units in the city, 82% of the units are occupied and 18% are vacant. Out of the occupied units, 63% are renter occupied.
	VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is involved through collaboration with the Petersburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority (Family Services) to provide housing residents with housekeeping related workshops. The potential to provide city residents with home maintenance information is great and an increase in resources would be necessary to further these efforts.
	Financial Management to include, credit counseling, debt management, consumerism and bankruptcy is needed to assist low-income residents in effectively managing their financial resources. This is an issue because in 2018-2022, 22.2% of all residents in Petersburg live in poverty. As of August 2022, 100% of school children are receiving free or reduced lunch in Petersburg and the unemployment rate for Petersburg is 5.3% whereas the Virginia is 3.4%.
	VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is currently addressing this issue, with the help of many Master Financial Education Volunteers, by providing financial counseling and consumerism programs to its residents. Currently, the aging population has been targeted by VCE in the area of consumerism to include scams and identity theft. VCE is also offering a home study course for residents in the area of financial management. Residents are also given one-on-one financial counseling by a VCE agent or trained VCE volunteer.
	Several residents and key leaders who submitted the survey indicated a need for volunteer and community service trainings for teens. The teens in return will be able to give back to their communities, under the leadership of a trained 4-H Adult Volunteer. Teens and volunteers will be able to provide programs for youth and adults, and foster family-oriented opportunities. The Unit Profile data indicated a need for continued efforts to address problems of teenage pregnancy, school dropouts, youth-at-risk and crime. Training in community service could provide opportunities for youth, adults and families to address these issues. 
	VCE’S Role in Addressing This Issue: VCE is collaborating with the Petersburg Office on Youth Program, Petersburg Department of Social Services, churches, YMCA and the Petersburg Parks and Leisure Services to provide positive teen leadership trainings for teens in Petersburg. 4-H has implemented Leadership and Citizenship Programs in the community to encourage teens to become productive and contributing members of society.
	https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/explore-health-rankings/virginia/petersburg-city?year=2023
	https://www.city-data.com/crime/crime-Petersburg-Virginia.html
	www.doe.virginia.gov
	https://www.progress-index.com/story/news/2021/03/31/annual-virginia-health-rankings-put-petersburg-dead-last-state/4822514001/
	https://www.vec.virginia.gov/sites/default/files/news-16644-Estimated%20Labor%20Force%20Component%20and%20Ranking%20-%2001-2023%20Rev.pdf
	https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/data/maternal-child-health/
	https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.virginia.gov%2Fhome%2Fshowpublisheddocument%2F42408%2F638106733872000000&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
	https://www.vec.virginia.gov/sites/default/files/news-17919-Estimated%20Labor%20Force%20Components%20and%20Ranking%20-%2009-2023.pdf
	https://www.vec.virginia.gov/latest-release-local
	https://www.usnews.com/education/k12/virginia/districts/petersburg-city-pblc-schs-104884
	https://www.usnews.com/education/k12/virginia/districts/petersburg-city-pblc-schs-104884
	Visit Virginia Cooperative Extension: ext.vt.edu 
	Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law. 
	2024                             VCE-596-76NP (VCE-1175-76NP)



