
At the MarketAt the Market

F
armers markets are gaining in popularity. Product freshness, improved flavor, being able to meet the person who 
grew the food, helping local farmers and even enjoying the social atmosphere are reasons consumers say they shop 
at farmers markets. Regardless of the reasons, consumers are looking for safe and nutritious foods.

P roduce for sale
The safety of produce sold at the market begins on the farm and is affected by the way it is handled on the farm, during 
transport to market and then in the market itself (Figure 1). 

Figure 1.  Model of food safety in the farmers market.
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