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How to Plant and Care for a Seedling

Step 1. Keep roots cool and moist until
planting. For individual seedlings,
wrap the roots in a moist paper towel
and insert them into a plastic bag (roots
only). Store seedlings in an unheated
basement or refrigerator. Do not let the
roots freeze.

Step 2. Find a spot with plenty of sun
that is away from your house and not
under electric or phone wires. Clear all
grass within three feet of the seedling.
(Young trees do not like to grow in the
grass.) Dig a hole slightly deeper than
the roots so that they do not bend in the
planting hole. Do not plant the seedling
any deeper than the first green needles
or bud.

Put some garden mulch, pine straw, or
leaves in the three-foot area around the
tree to keep grass from growing back.
Mark your tree with flagging or a small
stake so that a lawn mower does not cut
it. (Young trees are hard to see). Give
your tree water when it gets hot and dry
outside.
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Note: Your seedling will grow slowly the first year. Do not plant
seedlings closer than 10 feet from each other. The best time to plant
a seedling is while it is still dormant and the ground is not frozen
(February through April).

Visit our website: www.ext.vt.edu

Produced by Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, 2022

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender,
gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.

VT/0522/$H-988P



